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WILLIAM CORAM 

AND UNION BAPTIST CHURCH. 

THOMSON. GEORGIA 

The first handwritten notation in the family history section of the beautiful old Coram 
family bible states that William Coram, Jr., was born on October 2, 1756. Very little else has 
been determined about the earliest years of his life. Much more is known, however, about his 
service in the American Revolution and his later service to the Lord Jesus Christ and to those of 
his fellow believers who were members of Union Baptist Church of Thomson, Georgia. 

In late 1775, as the American colonial revolution against Great Britain loomed, nineteen 
year-old William Coram joined the 3 rd Virginia Regiment of the Continental Army. On May 1, 
1777, he was personally selected by General George Washington to serve as a member of the 
elite Commander-in-Chiefs Guard. This group of hand-picked soldiers was responsible for 
protecting General Washington from both British soldiers and assassins. They were also charged 
with the responsibility of protecting General Washington's private papers and his personal 
property. 

The Commander in Chiefs Guard was also widely known as "Washington's Life 
Guard." Their uniforms were designed by General Washington himself. They were viewed by 
their comrades as an elite group and were often referred to as the "flower and pick of the 
American Army." 

William Coram was one of an extraordinarily small number of Continental soldiers who 
served as a member of the Commander-in-Chiefs Guard from the date of the unit's formation on 
May 1, 1777, until they were disbanded in late 1783 at the end of the war. It appears likely from 
the available records that only William Coram and one other soldier, Joseph Timberlake, served 
in the unit for the entire duration of its existence. 

The Coram family bible identifies 1783 as the year William married Ann Hodo. Ann's 
father, Peter Hodo, is named in at least one publication by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution as also having served the cause of liberty during the American Revolutionary War. 

Tax records of Warren County, Georgia, indicate that in 1791 William Coram was the 
owner of a large parcel of land located near Thomson, Georgia, and at the intersection of 
modern-day roadways Union Church Road, Foster-Sprouse Road, and Rock House Road. This 
tract of land is located one mile south of Union Baptist Church on the western side of Union 
Church Road. 

In 1870, the area in Warren County that encompassed both Union Baptist Church and the 
Coram home place became a part of the newly-formed McDuffie County, Georgia. 

In 1 809, Union Baptist Church, Thomson, Georgia, was formed. An entry in " History of 
McDuffie County, Georgia " compiled by Mrs. W.C. McCommons and Miss Clara Stovall 
describes the early history of the church as follows: 



"UNION CHURCH. Union Church is located Jive miles northwest of Thomson, formerly 
in Warren County. In the year 1808 there came into the minds and hearts of the people of this 
community a desire to organize a church here, as the nearest church of this faith was 
Sweetwater about ten miles distant. The interest continued and the following year the church 
was organized, with twenty charter members. It is fortunate that the records from the beginning 
are preserved. In the first record book is this — "The names of the members, both males and 
females that composed the new constitution at the Union Meeting house, Upton 's Creek, Jul 29, 
1809" - Viz: Nathaniel Thompson, Mark Hardin, James Smith, Hugh Rees, Jacob Smith, 
William Coram, John Wall, Nancy Thompson, Frances Hardin, Mary Farr, Salle Ellis, Jeremiah 
Larks, Mary Smith, Patsy Smith , Polly Wilson, Elizabeth Lazenby, Christian Smith, Frances 
Smith, Doracas Wall and Elizabeth Rees. From the time of organization to 1812 the membership 
grew from twenty to thirty-eight In 1820, the roll was revised, some had died, some dismissed 
by letter, some expelled and new ones had joined by experience of grace and other by letter and 
the membership was fifty-five whites and seven colored. In 1833 the membership was (95) 
ninety-five. On Feb. 23, 1861, there was a report of membership as follows: thirty males, fifty- 
nine females, twenty colored, total one hundred and nine. 

The first church building was a small log house. On Mar. 22, 181 7, the trustees were 
Michael Cody, William Coram, Billington Sanders, Nathaniel Thompson and Robert Walton. 
Jan. 27, 1821, Henry Gibson was appointed trustee in place of Nathaniel Thompson, deceased. 
The church was incorporated in 1825 and recorded in Georgia Laws of that year, with the 
following trustees: B.M. Sanders, Robert Walton, Robert Lazenby, Michael Cody and Jacob 
entrustees then land on which the house stands, in the hands of Robert Lazenby, viz: Deed from 
John Vance for two acres, also acknowledgement of an agreement between James Granade and 
James Thompson, planters and three trustees of the meeting house; also deed from Cary Johnson 
to said trustees. " 5/22/1841, the Church met in conference to plan to build a "new meeting 
house" and appointed E. Wilson, John F. Johnson, G. W. Hardaway, Timothy Granade, George 
F. Hardaway, Morris Ansley, John F. Johnson andElias Wilson. The church was built in 1843 
and 1860 it was repaired and enlarged. On Mar. 16, 1860 "made arrangements to repair the 
house and appointed the following committee: "J.H Stockton, N.C. Bacon, Josephus Hillman, 
Anderson Ivy, Fleming Gheesling, EC. Hardaway and Oliver Ivy. " Included in the Minutes is 
this preamble: " Whereas our friend and neighbor, John F. Johnson has kindly tendered and 
presented to this church that piece of land forming apart of the grove surrounding the church 
lot, which adds to our convenience and comfort, be it therefore resolved that our thanks are due 
and hereby tendered to Mr. Johnson for this liberal expression of said piece of land. " June 23, 
1860. 

Pastors have been: Vincent Tharpe 1809— Jan. 1811; Winder Hillman 1811-1823, died; 
JabezP. Marshall 1823-Mar. 1825; John H Walker 1825-Jan. 1826; B.M. Sanders 1826-1832; 
Joseph A. Carter 1832-1849; Thomas J Beck 1849-1854; Wm. P. Steed 1854-Oct. 1856; J.H. 
Stockton 1856-Nov. 1872; Thomas B. West 1872-Dec. 1875; Wm. H. Verdery 1875-Feb. 1879; 
Thomas B. West 1879-Dec. 1881; Thomas J. Pilcher Jan. 1882-Sept. 1892; Thomas B. West 
Sept. 1892-Oct. 1894; A.J Lazenby 1894-Dec. 1898; John L. Guillebeau Jan. 1899-Nov. 1901; 
J.M. Atkinson Dec. 1901 -Nov. 1906; W.C. hey supplied Mar. to Aug. 1907; JM. Atkinson Jan. 
1908-Sept. 1910; Z.M. Leverette Jan. 1911-Sept 1915; Wm. Kitchens Jan 1916-Dec. 1917; W.F. 
West Jan. to Sept. 1918; Willis J. Howard Jan. 1919-Feb. 1920; D.A. Howard, R. P. Gill and 
John J. Guillebeau supplied Feb. to Sept. 1920; James F. Fulghum Sept. 1920-Aug. 1923; R.P. 



Gill and C.C. Kiser supplied 1923; W.E. WoodFeb. 1924-Jan. 1925; W.P. Brooks supplied until 
Sept 1927; W.J. Stockton May 1929-Oct 1930; H.O. Fowler supplied 1931. 

Deacons have been: Jacob Smith, John Wall, Richard Fletcher, Michael Cody, Wm. 
Castleberry, George W. Hardaway, James Ricketson, Timothy Granade, Oliver Ivy, Morris 
Ansley, L.B. Holliman, N.C. Deacon, Felix Granade, Anderson lvey, Wike W, Ivey, Hillman 
Pats, SJ. Pate, Milton W. Farr, Sam Ivey. 

The church Clerks have been: Nathaniel Thompson 1809-1813; Wm, Coram 1813-1820; 
B.M. Sanders 1820-Feb.25, 1825; Robert Fleming 1825-June 1829; Wm. Castleberry 1829-May 
1832; Ezekiel Hillman 1832-June 1833; P.B. Monk 1833-Feb. 1836; Elisha P. Bolton Feb. to 
May 1836; Moses Johnson June 1836-Mar. 1837; Timothy Granade May 1837-1849; Oliver Ivy 
Dec. 1849-Dec. 1860; N.C. Bacon Dec. 1860-Jan. 1867; C. Granade Mar. 1871 -Dec. 1874; 
James P. Johnson Dec. 1874-May 1875; J.S. Isdale May 1875-Feb. 1876; David Adams Feb. 
1876-Nov. 1877; H.C. Ivey Jan. 1878-Sept. 1884; Sterling J Pate Oct. 1884- Sept. 1894; 
Carlton V. Ivey Sept. 1893-Nov. 1895; W.KC. Ivey Feb. 22, 1896-Dec. 1897; Henry S. Davis 
Jan. 1898-Aug. 1899; B.C. Waller Sept. 1899-Mar. 1915. For a period of six years there was no 
regular clerk but were appointed protem; Bert Wilkerson Sept 1921 -Jan. 1923; Judie Wade Jan 
1923-date. 

This church has ordained six ministers of the Gospel from its membership as follows: 
Billintgon Sanders, June 5, 1825; Joshua Hillman, Mar. 21, 1828; Mr. Dunnevant, July 24, 
1846; Josephus Hillman, Sept. 26, 1862; Wm. M. Reese andG.A. Davis. L. Levy Ivy and C.A.J. 
Ivy licensed to preach Billington M. Sanders prominently mentioned in records of this church 
went to Pine Grove Church as pastor when that church was organized from Union Church. He 
became first Pres. of Mercer University and a minister of note. Two other members of Union 
have become ministers, though not ordained until they were far away from the home church, J. 
Parks Bacon and W.J. Stockton served as pastor. 

On several occasions Union Church has given a good number of members to become 
charter members of new organizations: June 27, 1829, Brethren Robert Fleming, Joseph 
Wright, Samuel Gheesling and wife, James Fuller and wife, were dismissed by letters to 
constitute Warrenton Baptist Church. On June 25, 1831, the church resolved to establish an arm 
of this church at Pine Grove and on Nov. 16, 1831, granted letters to twenty four members to 
unite with Pine Grove. Mesnea Church was formed oj charter members from Union. Mount 
Pleasant Church was also organized from Union. The Georgia Association was organized in 
1914, Union became a member and it met here in 1843 and 1876. The Kilpatrick Association 
was organized in 1914, Union became a member and it met here Oct. 1931. 

Union Church celebrated its Centenniel, the fifth Sunday in October 1909; Rev. B.H Ivey 
preached the sermon and gave the history of the church. The cemetery near the Church is not 
nearly so old as the church, the first grave put here in 1866, for in the early days every family 
had its own burying ground. We are indebted to Mrs. Kittle Waller Johnson, a faithful member 
of this church, for assistance in assembling date in regard Union. She is principally responsible 
for the present good condition of the church building and cemetery; which is beautifully kept, 
and it is entirely through her care that the old records are preserved." 

Photocopies of the early minutes of Union Baptist Church have been made by Mercer 
University and those copies are stored in the Special Collections Division of the Jack Tarver 
Library on the campus of Mercer University in Macon, Georgia. The copies of the church 
minutes are available there for viewing both in hardcopy form and on microfilm. Contacts made 



with current members of the church confirm that the original minutes are also still in existence 
and remain in the possession of the church. 

The minutes of Union Baptist Church name William Coram as one of the twenty original 
or charter members of the church when it was formed on July 29, 1809. The church minutes also 
state that he served as Clerk of the Church from July 24, 1813, through March 25, 1820; that he 
was selected to represent the church as a Messenger to the Association on August 25, 1815; and 
that he served as Church Trustee from March 22, 1 8 1 7, to the date of his death on June 10,1821. 

Following below are selected portions of the early minutes of Union Baptist Church, with 
emphasis on those minutes that were either handwritten by William Coram or that make specific 
mention of him and his service to the Union Baptist Church family: 
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